
Locum Minister Rev. Nancy Norman 
Email  nancy.norman1@googlemail.com   
Telephone 01721 721699 

Services Sunday 25 July  2021  
 
Kirkurd & Newland  Worship - 10am - Rev. Pamela Strachan (see email for link) 
 
St Andrew's Zoom Worship - 11.30am - Rev. Nancy Norman (see email for link)  
 
Carlops Church Zoom Worship - 10am - Rev. Nancy Norman (see email for link) 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sharing of News & Information 
Anything you would like shared should be emailed to  
intimations@standrews-westlinton.org   
by Thursday lunchtime  would be really helpful to allow 
time to collate and distribute it. 

Interim Moderator  Rev. Calum Macdougall  
Email  MMacdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Telephone 01899 830 615 or 07974 031 402 

Linkage wide Outdoor Communion Service - Sunday 22nd August at 3pm 
 
We will hold a Communion Service in the graveyard area of Newlands old church on Sunday 22nd August at 3pm. This will 
be a joint service and will involve the ministers from the whole of the new linkage. Everyone from all 6 churches of West 
Tweeddale is warmly invited to attend.  The site is by the bridge over the river Lyne; it was a place of worship for around 
500 years until the early 1800s. It does involve a short walk through the field from the church car park but is not too 
strenuous so most people would be able to get there but we can also offer land rover transport for anyone who needs it. 
We would ask people to bring folding chairs or rugs and come warmly dressed as well as bringing a flask of tea and a bun 
so that there is an opportunity for some chat afterwards.   
 
We hope to have the involvement of people from all 6 congregations at this service -both as readers and with musical 
contributions. 
 
It should be a great way of sharing worship and fellowship within the new linkage. Newlands is a relatively central spot 
and we can be totally flexible with numbers as it is outdoors. If the weather is really horrible we will postpone to Sunday 
5th September as it would not be possible to transfer it to the church because of potential numbers. We will take a can-
cellation decision by noon on Sunday 22nd. 

Prayer Group 
For a number of years a small number of our church family 
have had meetings on a Wednesday morning to pray  
together over a wide range of topics. With the arrival of 
the Pandemic the gatherings became weekly via Zoom 
Prayer is an important and powerful facet of our faith. All 
are welcome to participate. Should you like to know more 
please speak to Colin Herd or Helen Bruce.   



Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

I wonder what spurs you on to ‘do better’?   There are a number of things that might lead to an 

improvement in what we do 

 

• Ask for and receive feedback.  

• Learn from other people’s experience. 

• Compare yourself to others.   

• How we respond to failure.  

• Improve on something that’s already good.  

 

The reading from Mark comes after two significant events in Jesus’ Ministry.   The first is Jesus be-

ing rejected at Nazareth. He was teaching in the synagogue but those listening to him dismiss 

him as just a carpenter.  This leads to Jesus saying ‘Prophets are respected everywhere except in 

their own home town’.  The other event was sending the disciples out to do God’s work. I won-

der if it was the what happened at the synagogue, getting that adverse feedback, that made 

him think it was time for a change and to do more to spread the Word beyond ‘his own home’  

 

The reading starts with the disciples returning. His disciples from simple backgrounds now per-

forming miracles. So much different than he reaction in the synagogue. This is better. The result?  

Rather than rejection and failure, we see crowds clamouring to go to Jesus.    

 

What are the messages for us? 

 

Search for the Lord -  Of course, we get nearer to God as we pray, and can get nearer in our 

daily lives in the things we say and do. That is how we follow him  more nearly. Let’s do it with the 

energy of those  running around a lake watching for where a boat will land. 

 

Doing it better - Do we give feedback to others helping them to see how to be closer Jesus?  Do 

we learn from other people’s experiences?  House groups, study groups  and prayer groups give 

an ideal opportunity to discuss experiences, hear why others have their belief. Do we compare 

ourselves to others? There are people in our linkage who constantly behave in a Christian way. 

They are always positive and always supportive. I often wish I could be more like them and so I 

try to be. Do we learn from failure? Jesus moved from being criticised by a handful of people in 

the synagogue to having 5,000 listening to him. God is with us all the time. Rely on him when 

things look like they are going  wrong. Do we strive to improve on the already good? That little 

extra can be a little more time thinking or praying about God and what he wants or reading just 

a few more sentences in the Bible.   

Steven Whalley 


